
VOLUNTE~R COwlA~Y 1 47 

In 1866, the first Voluntee r CompanJ '1us formed ' ith John Cars,.ell actin ~ as 
drill sergeant, captained by "'r . Jo hn Phi l pot t; r.rr . Duncan .Jecow a!J Lieutenant ; 
1-i . Campbell (Bnsi g n) as Coqoral; and ]) . io.ce , "Pufus Luml£cy , Dan Silcox , and the 
~cintyre 3rothers . 

':'hey drilled under .. r . T d\.• Silcox, who took a course at t h e L.ilitary College 
at Kingston . 'l'he unit becar"lE. known as Company No . 5 , &.nd was attached to the 28th 
Battalion . It was a matter of pride to have their f i rst efforts a\lay from home , at 
St . Thomas , r~ arded by the recci~t of fir st 1rize as th~ best tr~ined comiany . 

In 1 861, 1Jr . Cars~ell ouilt a large drill s hed , which .• as used as a barracks 
for t h e soldiers and later used i n connection with the Iona Fair . Th i s buildine; wa s 
later sold and moved to the farm of Lr . Harry Houqe , at Fingal . 

(1966 - compi l ed by curator from notes oy .i.iss Victoria it1unroe) . 

A drill shed r.as built i n 1 867 , and still stands in Iona to mark the d.elling 
plac~ of the once famous co mpany of Volun tee r s , known as fifth l)ompany of the 25th 
Battalion . T '1 ey .~ere recognized as the star company of the west , and r1ere c aptain e d by 
John Phi l pot t . JHr . T . A. Sil cox , still livin~ in Iona , was one of the prominent 
member s, and attended mi li t&ry ~chool in Toronto . 

(Frou th e ~ritin~ s of. is s ~ary Hamilton , 1 696) . 
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MR . & MR S . FRED ALL EN 1 50 

First home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred Allen. With Mrs. Allen is 

. her mother, Mrs. Brown, wife of 
the well known veterinarian. 

Mr. Allen came t o Iona from Englan d an d married Lib b i e Hatton , a widow 
daughte r o f the well known Georg e Brown, who lived on Lot 5, s. w. corner of s t. 
George Street and the Iona Road. She i s remembered by her cheerful, outgoing 
personality, being popular with youn g and ol d - a generous woman with a welco ming 
s mile for everyone, 'ho came to her home. One l ef t happier an d with cou r age 
i ncreased by b e ing with her. 

She occupied a small house on Lot 5 on t he north side of the Back s treet, 
Dunwick side of Iona with he r first husband. one son, Georg e Hatton married Laura 
Broo k s, si ster o f Jo hn Brooks who later bought, ,I believe, the home wh ere his mother 
wa s reared . 

Mr. and . Mrs. Allen lived in the home on Lot 6, East side o f rona Road, 
south of main c o rn e r, which Mr. Allen, a builder, i mprove d . Thi s was later sold to 
Mr . Macken zie Lodge and his second wife Lulu Whalls. The James McLeods later 
purchased this home a nd still live there. The Allene then moved t o Lot 2 o pposite 
J .O. Lumley 's store where he also impro ve d the home there. Both s pent the r est of 
their lives t h e r e. 

Mr. Russell Fletcher purchased this 
house fro m Mrs. Allen whose n u rse he had 
married, and lived t here unt i l his de a th. Mrs. 
Fletcher (Olive) s har ed t he ho me with her 
daughter Margaret and Marg aret's husband ''Doc" 
Watson after her husband's death. Both have 
pas sed o n , but s he still rema ins a beautiful 
and remarkable woman. 

Cura tor 1962-68. 

Mr. and Mrs. Allen in their 
second home. 
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RO BERT BARR 

About t he year 1 866 there appeared in the villag e a l ad of sixteen, named 
Robert Barr, who m the literary wo rl d was to know soon afterwards as a writer of no mean 
r ank . 

He had l eft the home on the fa r m near Hi ghgate i n the quest of wo rk, t o earn the 
meuns of procuring an education "hich , his inti mate aquaintances say , he was determined 
to ha ve at any cost . This step in itself may be re ga rded as a fair proof of a conscious, 
latent intellectua l power . He got an enga geme nt on the drill shed , then in the cou rs e of 
erection under cont r a ctor Caswell , and when c limbi ng a high ladder, fell with it to the 
ground sustaining severe injur ies . This accident laid h i m up for some time i n Ephr aim 
Luml ey ' s ho tel, where he boarded . \lhen recovered he did not p roc eed home , and his father 
on going in search of him , foun d his son at work in the off ice of the Home Journ a l of 
St. Thomas , owned and e dited by the late A. McLachlin . 

Within two years we see hi m t eaching s cho ol i n Kent county and at 1i ndso r, 
his parents ' present ho me . There, while yet in his teens , he gave a s hort contribution 
to the De troit Fr e e Press , en t i t led "A Dange rous Journey , " whic h lifted him into fame 
with a bound . He was at once put on the editorial staff of the Fr ee Press, at a salary 
of thirty dollars a week, for one a rt i cl e lon£ o r short . 

This po sitio n , it is well knoun , is senerally attained oy patient , unwearied 
diligence . 

Then he was dispatched to London , England , to exploit the Free Press among 
the newsdeale rs of the great metropolis , which he is s aid to ha ve done in the mos t 
satisfn ctory manner . Again with Jerome K. J e r ome he became co- edito r of the "I dle r , " 
a monthly literar y magaz i ne of t hat c i ty , which has only to be re ad to be a dmi re d . 

'l.'h e manuscr i pt of one of his earlier extended work s, "In the Midst of Alarms , " 
h e offered to American magaz i ne s, out it was col dly received . A British publishing 
house sei ze d upon it with a vidit y , re a li zing handsomely. 

Mr . Barr was hoce visiti ng with his parents last summer with his family . 

• then Robert was a boy of twelve hi s little br other was a c cidentall y d rowned 
in a shallow poo l near the o ld Cowal school house, which his father was building. 

Mr . Barr wa s hig hl y e stee me d by his fellow litera teurs, and the writer has 
just pe rused a high ly lau da tory letter rom the pen o f J u l i an Ralph, editor of Scribner . 

(From t h e 'nitings of James .1 . Brown, 1896) 



JO HN BLAC K 

"The g r ants to settl e rs in the area were 
fixed by the govern ment a t two hu ndred ac r es, 
but , t h r ough s o me error of Co l onel Talbot, many 
of them rec ei ved only fifty a c re s. 

"So me time l ate r, when t h ese acre s were 
set tl ed, a Mr. John Blac k came into the dist rict 
to teac h sch ool. He saw t h at th e men sho u l d 
have more land a n d informed them of the p ro p er 
amounts e ach shoul d have r eceived . 

"A p r ot e st wa s r a i sed by the men alon g the 
Back Street between I ona and Wallacetown, but 
Colonel Tal bot seemed dispo sed t o i gnore it. 
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Th en such vi gorous objection was raise d and strong 
threats made, that t h e Co l onel pro mised each man 
who had r e ceive d only fifty ac res a furt he r g r a nt 
o f two hundred ac r es , i f the gr antee would a ccept 
it on the River Thames or the Longwoods Road, a nd 
woul d c lea r four a cres at onc e and bui l d a house". 

From Dr.c. c . Lumley's writi ng . 

Those who had ancestors i n this a rea have heard much of this. The l o ng trek 
t h r oug h vir g in fo re sts, heavily l a den with the ab solu te necessit ies of l ife was too 
much for many who were f~~ced t o turn bac k. 

Ot hers p erseve r e d and the beauti ful fa r ms o n the banks of the Thames Rive r 
or close by a r e the r eward s to t hose who came after t h em. 

Colonel Talbot's pr e ference for those whose nationality he favoure d i s 
co mmon knowledg e. Th e fine far ms and homes north of Lake Erie are e vidence th a t 
the se early s e ttl e rs may have suffered, but those who succee ded them have benefi ted. 
Willey Sidero ad bears t he name of one family who chose to trek n ort hw ards t o the 
River. 

(Curator 1 9 6 2-1 968). 
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WESTLEY BRITTON 

Mr. We stley Bri tton, who married Miss Ellen Stark, lived on Lot 2 and 3, 
south side of the Talbot Ro ad , west o f lana's main co rner. Mrs. Britton wa s a 
mi l l iner who wi t h Miss Reta Payson, we re probably Iona•s first independant business 
women. She was born 1889, died 1 950 . 

The Bri tton home was sold to Mr. 
an d Mrs. Robert Ca rswell, and t h e fa mily 
moved to St.Thomas early in t he 1900' s. 
Mr. Brit ton, who was not c ontent to be 
idl e , o pe rated the incline railroad from 
the Port Stanley Beach to Inv e rie Heights. 

After Mr. Britton built a ho me 
on Dougal Avenue in Windsor, his wife an d 
f amil y joined him. His wife and Roy, his 
son

1
have now passed on. 

Mabel, a graduate of Alma College, 
became a successful business woman until 
her retiremen t. Sh e is n ow serving as a 
secretary in a Windsor Pres by terian Church. 
She still l ives in the family home. 

Cura t o r 1962-68. 

Mr. Wes tley Britton 
18 64 -1 922 
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LUKE HARRISON BROWN of IONA 

1861 - 194 5 

Luke Harrison Brown was the tenth child of his father and given his name. 
Walkin~ two miles to school even in stormy weather was not considered a hardship 
in thos e early days and attendance began in t he building one mile south of what is 
now Iona Station, where his father serTed on the Board of Trustees. 

Leaving school as soon as permitted, he took advantage of the chance to 
apprentice himself to Mr. Robert Beadle who owned a blacksmith, carriage and other 
wood-working shops in Fingal. This was quite an extensive enterprise. 
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Having served the time required to complete that apprenticeship, he 
borrowed two hundred dollars from his father and purchased the building on the north­
west corner of William Street and the Iona Road. There was a blaoksnith shop at the 
front, a carriage shop and furniture shop in the rear facing on Mary Street, which 
had been owned by Mr . ~eadle. 

With two apprentices, Alex Liddell and John Dundas, a helper, Elijah 
Keillor and his own hard work, he prospered. His sister Marion kept house for him 
in rooms on the second floor. The future was seemingly attractive when more than one 
piece of hard luck changed the picture for a time. Fire destroyed the entire 
building, he and his sister escaped unharmed, but all their possessions including 
furnitur e were lost. 

Plans were made to rebuild, brother Henry laying out the plans, but sister 
Marion had returned to her father's home, where, engaged in a lively conversation . 
she suddenly leaned over the table and died of an unsuspected heart condition. she 
had been a popular, attractive young lady with artistic ability -samples of her 
work remain. 

Mr. Brown proved his courage by rebuilding his shop and purchasing the 
house and lot adjoining on the north, which Mr.Beadle also owned, and resumed his 
work. 

Neighbors presented a sizable sum to him which had been collected. Mr. 
Brown knew that many had sacrificed more than he could accept, and with thanks and 
with words of appreci a tion he returned it all to the givers. He did accept a gift 
o f furniture they gave him later. His spirit of independence so shown has been 
passed down to his son Vernon and g randson Lyle, both of whom markedl y resemble him 
physically and ment a lly. 
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By the early ninet een hundreds, Mr. Brown was ready to t ake life easily 

and sold his business with its buildings to Mr. Fred House. The lots as far as the 
Methodist Church, five acres adjoining t he west and a small farm to the north 
a cross from his brother Henry's farm (at the corner of Iona Road and Clay Street) 
wer~ acquired. The ol d Tempe rance Hall on Lot 7 was moved to the back of its lot 
for a barn and a Cascaden barn joined it. The Cascaden house had already been 
moved away, leaving five wells and conditions seemed ideal for one who en joyed the 
care of farm animals, to be content and have an easy life. 

However, he soon found so much l ei sure not to hi s liki ng. He wished to 
give his children all t he education they would accept, his taxes had increased to 
twelve dollars yearly. Mr. House did not find the business so much to his liking, 
as he had anticipated and was glad to sell it back, but he did continue his farm 
work in a small degree. His nephew Austin Brown bought the farm opposite his 
father's place (Henry Brown). 

Mr. Luke Brown had strong religeous principles, bu t was tolerant beyond 
his t imes . A faithful supporter, as was his father and family, of t he Iona Me thodist 
Church, he disagreed strongly with the harshness some of the leaders displayed in 
dealing with trivial incidents. Leaving his children to attend the Sunday Sohool,in I ona, 
he was glad to drive his wife to the church he r father had helped to establish and 
which had been moved to Iona Station. He enjoyed the co~pany of the village children 
who sought him out. One recently told the writer that he had at one time made her 
the possession of a fortune - in the amount of ten cents. He seemed completely un-
aware of the wide variety in the status and prosperity of his friend s . His honesty 
and streng th of character were unquestioned.. .A. t one time he wa ;. heard to e:x:pl a in 
a transactio n that did not succeed by admitting the other party wanted too much and 
he wanted to pay too little. 

Austin Brown remembers when he purchased this small Southwold farm one 
mile north of Iona. A man was living in the house who was h4ving di ff iculty meeting 
t he necessities of his large family. Austin wanted t he house to mo ve to the farm 
he owne d on the sideroad, e a st of the townline, but south of the railroad. His 
uncle Luke sold it to him on the condition he would not disturb the man there for 
three years. At the end of that time he bought the land as well, and made his own 
home upon it. 

At the time of the above gentleman's death , his family were still having 
a struggle. The funeral service was over, his burial place was some dist ance away 
and arrangment s had been made, but the price for transporting t he casket was beyond 
the f amily's a bi lity to pay. They came to Mr. Brown who was persuaded to place the 
ca sket, covered up, ac ross t he back doors of his touring oar. (He ha d not yet 
obtained his new license plates, a s spring wa s not advanc ed to the time he wa s in 
t he habit of using the car again). The journey was made by back roads to avoid 
trouble and as police were few i n t hose days, they mad e it without any of the 
penalties he risked for a final helping hand to an old f riend. This throws a side 
light on his cha ract er, which he would r ather be unknown. At this late date none of 
the very few, if any who knew about it, remain. 

Mr. Brown pa ssed away in 1945 after two years of gr eat di stres s to him 
and to his wife, unaware t hat their first gra ndchi ld, Warrant Officer Robert Luke 
Bro wn, R. c . A.F. was alive and on his way home. He had been sho t down over Germany 
and was a prisoner of war amid t he hardships of tho se laet months 

Robert Luke 
Br own 

Lyle an d Bonn i e 
Brown 

Be l ow : Ti me s Journa l 1945 . 

OLD RESIDENT OF 
IONA DISTRICT DIES1 

Luke H. Brown Was Veteran I 
Blacksm it h 1 

DU'TI'ON. April 16. -!Luke H. } 
Brown, veteran retired blacksmith 1 
cf We~! Elgin ond n membet· of an: 
old pioneer f<~mily, died at his~ 
home in Iona, Sunday evening. foi-l 
I ing a few weeks' ilh.ess, in his , 
R41h yeaJ'. He wa.:~ born in Dun- ; 
wich Township, a son of the late: 
LukP ancl Ch<lrlotte Brown. Fo:t 
nb.,ul 50 years he operated a. 
blacksmithing indus~ry ir. Iona, re- ' 
ti:-in.!{ about ten years ago. He w~ I .. 
an adhct·cnl of the · lona Baptjs~ 
Church. MJ.·. Brown was very widcl-
ly knoWt;. atig, l 1h;;hly respgctcd. 

The widow, who survives, ls' the 
fm·mer Nancy Silcox ?f Southwold. 
They would have been marl'ied 50 
Yl'ltre in l\1;w of this year. Also 
.>urvlving nrc a daughter, Mrs. Ray 
John, o!l, Ddroit: a son, L. Vernon 1 
Brown, 37 Locust street, St. Thom­
as; thrc·c g-randchildren, Wnrt•ant 
Officet· Robert L. Brown. R.C.A.F., ) 
:1 prisont>!· ot war In Germany; 
Lyle H. Brown, with the. R.C.N.Y.: .J 
R., St. John, N.B.: and MJS); Don~ 
Brown, nurse-in-tt·aining at tho 
Memorial Ho!lpilal, St Thornal!; 
and a brother, Daniel Brown. 
Iona ; nlt>O a number of nieces and 
nephews. ' 

The remains rest at the rcsi• 
•dcn<.:c, Iona, with service Wedncs~ 
drty afternoon in the rona Station I 
B:~ptist Church at 2.30 o'clock. In,-." 
tet·ment in Cowal Cemetery. • 



MRS . RAY JOHNSON ( ELISABETH (BES SL.d JR01VN) 

Mr . and Mrs . Luke H. Brown were the parents o f two chi l dren - El i sabet h an d 
Luke Vernon . 

Th e daughter r eceived the educatio n a va il ab le l ocally f ollo wed by a diploma 
fro m t he Faculty o f Education, Toronto, in 1918. . 
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Her first position was a s p rinci pal o f t he Mount Al bert Pub lic School . The 
d i s a strous in f lue nz a e p i demic in the fall of t ha t year cut that s hort . An e a sier pos ­
ition in Le aming ton wa s a ga in interrupted by ill nes s . At home in Io na , Schoo l Section 
No . 5, Dunwich became in ne e d of a te a c he r for t h e final two months of the term a n d 
s h e fil l ed t h e vacancy, happy to b e with her pa rents . 

Granted a pe r manent certif i cate and wit h t h e inf luence of Dr . and Mrs . Lo gan 
Si lcox of Hamilton, s he was appointed to t h e Hami l ton Schoo l staff . Afte r four years 
i n Hami lton , t h e course nec essar y for Commerc i a l Specialist standing wa s be gun . 

Wh ile visiting in Det roit i n 1925 , a c l e ric a l po s ition be came a va il abl e and 
she rema ined i n t ha t vocat io n until 1930 when she married Oli~r J . Proteau , who was 
l a t e r killed i n an auto mobile acciden t . 

In 1 941 s he marri ed Mr. Ray Jo hnson, a na tive Detro it er o f M.eo.non ite decent . 
Me be gan hi s ca r eer with Pa rk - Davis Co mpany, an d except f or a stint wit h the Uni ted 
States Ar my , h e rema i ned i n t hat position until h i s death in 19 50. 

Whe n li fe a ppe a re d to b e headi ng in a very s at i sfacto ry path , Mr . Johnso n 
was found to ha ve a serious h e a rt condi t ion . He a gr eed to h is wi f e f i nd i ng a secre ­
tari a l po s i tion . Her emp loyer h ad a rr an g e d to buy t h e Thoma s Br i ck and Ti le Company 
and wished he r to r emain with him. Financial he l p wa s welco me and with her husband ' s 
hel p she bec a me a sha re - ho lde r a nd Secret a r y Treasurer o f t he Corporat i on a s well as 
i ts office Manager . 

Thi s po s i t ion a l thou gh f inanci a lly rewa rding , proved very demanding . Cl ay 
pro duc ts were i n short supply, the kilns i n poor cond i t io n . Custo me rs eage r to b e g in 
or con tin u e their busines s wi t h th e end of t he war i n 1 945 , neede d building products . 
Mr s . J ohnson, wi th an i nt er est i n t he co mpany, had hea vy res pons i ~ ili t ies - fa r be ­
yond those e xpected . 

dr s . Brown ha d s pent wi n te r s with her son- i n -l a w and daught er i n De tro i t, 
bu t wa s g l ad her daughter r esigned a nd re tur ned to l ive with he r in ro na after he r 
husband 's death . 

At ho me a fte r a year of l e i sure , t he re wa s an o pportunit y to tea c h at Un ion 
Sc hool No . 2 , Alborough and Dunw ich a s t e ac h e rs were scarc e. Th e incumbent wa s for c ed 
t o lea ve a t Ea s ter . Mr s . Jo hnson was re que sted by this t e a cher to fill ou t her term. 
It wa s not in lin e with he r tr a ining, but t h e pupils were a great help and asked her to 
rema i n . She s pent anoth er y ear wi th them, findin g muc h plea sure i n working with be g in ­
n er s . Summer Schoo l i n Pr i mar y Met hods r e sul ted in a Pr i mary C~rtific ate and a po s i tion 
in Tal botville . Five years in the J unior Ro om i n Sh ed den was a rew a r ding experience to 
final retiremen t . 

Th e y ears following we re full o f ac tiviti e s, particul arl y wi th t h e Women • s 
Ins titute . Sh e se r ve d the loc a l b r an ch a s Secret a r y and Pres i den t ; the Di st rict i n 
many offices including tha t of Secret a r y and t he Lo ndon ~r e a a s Con venor o f Citizen shi p 
and Education . 

Be i ng ap pointed t o the El g in Ment a l He alth Bo ard, s he enjoye d volunt e e r work 
a t t h e Ontario Hos pi tal, St . Tho mas, an d convened the Christ ma s pr ogr a m "Lifting Shadovl s " 
there for three ye a r s . 

She had beco me a member o f t h e Or de r o f th e Ea s tern s t a r in Dutton a nd b ecame 
it s J'lorthy r.iat ro n . 

Mrs . Jo hn so n ' s rema rka ble memory w& s b s i gn ificant a s set as Cu r ator of the I ona 
Twe e d smuir His t or y . Her va l uab le work has been a demanding , but r ewarding t as k of re­
cording t h e h i sto ric a l pas t of t he events and people s of the vill age and t he su rrounding 
dist ri ct . 

Mrs . H . Go u 1 d - 1 9 6 8 . 
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1865-1 955 

Mrs. Brown waa a wo man of dignity and regal bearing who, because of her 
i n tegrity and wisdom, was an esteemed resident of Iona from 1885 to 1965. Her 
father, Henry Silcox and Rebecca Jane Mills were early settlers of Southwold 
Township. 

She was sought out on many occasions by friends and nei g h bors for council 
and advice. While usually quite unruffled by problems of wide Yariety, she developed 
a serenity in later y~ars, quite evident in public when a group to which she b elong ed 
had differences of opin~on. A gifted speaker, she was kindly though candid. 

Her consistent ener gy, enthusiasm for life in general, her g reat sen s e of 
humour and interesting conversation oould not be matched by many. Her hospitality 
was without fault, her hbme open for worthwhile meetings . Many groups of women 
often rounded a quilt in her 1pacious parlor with stories and laughte r whi l e tiny 
stiching prog ressed. 

The Iona Baptist Church was one of the first established in this section 
ot Upper Canada. Mr. Henry Silcox had oe en on the committee when it b ecame necess­
ary to provide a new building a nd it was moved to the thri vin g villag e of rona. 
Mise Nancy, his daughter, became a faithful member at an early a g e, sing ing in t h e 
choir, acting as or g anist. She was secretary of the La dies' Aid for many years. 
In 19 50 a very old Record Book of the church was discovered in her home, and being 
given to the then Church Secretary, Miss Victoria Munro, eventually foun d its way 
to a place in McMaster University, where it will be preserved. 

She was President o f the rona 
Institute when needed, was Vice-President 
of West Elgin in 1917 and 1918. After 
presiding at the Annual Meeting of the 
District in 1919, she resigne d the vice­
presidency but aooepted that office in 
1921 ana became president in 1923. In 
those d ay s of few automobiles, she declined 
the hi g her offices offered her, wishing 
more time for what she considered duties 
at h ome. 

During the ar o f 191 4-1918, 
he r efforts as an energe tic leader were 
earnest. There is a story of a pair of 
socks she had knitted and sent to the 
central organization in st.Thomas before 
the Iona g roup was in action, which 
appealed strongly to her s ense of humor. 
These socks were ret urnee wi th a notat ion ; 
"The tops were not cast off, nor atiches 
in heels and toes increased nor decreased 
as regulations decreed, and the legs were 
too short on these beautifully knit socke". 
She said the last re mark saved her from 
g reat humilation. No socks from the rona 

group were ev.er faulted again so far as anyone knew . Samples of beautiful knitting 
an d the crocheting, which she told me, engaged her when whe was troubled; remain. 

Mrs. Brown was thri f ty and looked well to her house. I am reminded of an 
i nc ident which happen ed in her later life. As most housek eepers of her day, fruit 
was grown and canned at home, with rows of shelves sparkling with colour in the 
cellar - containing preserves, Jams, pickles and so on. Such was the case with her. 
One day she heard a strange noise of which she c ould not determine the cause. Soon 
a sweet fruit odour pe rmeated the house. She went to h er cellar and found her fruit 
shalt had given away with glass jars broken and whole, their juices runnin g over the 
floor. The sight that mP. t her eyes was a catastrophe, but when she voiced her 
consternation to her husband.,. he said "You had too much fruit anyway", wherewith he 
proceeded to help clea n up the mess. 
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